Identifying rosacea: what all dentists should know.
Dentists frequently encounter adult patients who have facial rosacea. This common dermatologic condition can undermine a patient's appearance. Although rosacea can be progressive, the condition responds well to treatment, especially when started early. This article will help dentists recognize rosacea and differentiate it from other dermatologic disorders. Clinicians then will be able to refer patients suspected of having rosacea to the appropriate medical specialist for confirmation of the diagnosis and treatment. Dentists can provide a service to patients to improve their overall health and appearance by early recognition of this condition. Recognizing rosacea in dental patients and properly referring them for diagnosis and treatment constitutes a medical service that is relatively easy for dentists to perform. This service, in addition to others, such as measuring blood pressure, will make the dental examination more comprehensive.